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AGENDA 
8:30 – 9:00 ........  Welcome and Registration 

9:00 ..................  Opening Ceremony - Main Post Chapel 

9:30-11:00..........  Family and Educational Booth displays 
11:15-11:45..........  Dedication of Memorial - Warrior Park 

12:00-1:00..........  Lunch (on your own) - Fall Fest 
1:30-4:30 ...........  Cemetery Tours 



 
Kisatchie National 
Forest is extremely 
excited about the 
upcoming Heritage 
Day.  The people 
and the land 
connection is an 
integral part of 
Forest Service 
history.  The 
Heritage Day will 
bring the people 
back to the land. 
We will make new 
friends, renew old 
friendships and 
reunite relatives.  
This provides a 
chance for the 
Army and Forest 
Service to work 
with the University 
System and the 
people to recapture 
our heritage for 
future generations.  
We believe the 
Heritage Day to be 
a great beginning in 
our efforts to 
capture the 
wonderful history 
of this portion of 
Vernon Parish. 
 
Submitted by: 
 Jim Caldwell, USFS 

Entering Fort Polk on Heritage Day 
 

    A quick note from the Heritage team!  For those of you who will be visiting us 
on November 3 for Heritage Day, you will be able to access the post 
through any of the access control points.  Drivers and passengers 
must present a valid picture identification card (driver’s 
license, etc.) at the gate in order to gain entry.  We’re 
looking forward to your visit!   

The late 30s and the 1940s 
marked a turning point for the United 
States and especially Vernon Parish 
in West Central Louisiana. America 
was just coming out of “The Great 
Depression.” People were moving 
across the nation trying to find homes 
and jobs and families.  

The war in Europe was 
threatening to boil over to the U.S. 
and the rest of the Western 
hemisphere. America’s military 
forces were still depleted from World 
War I but the U.S. had to prepare for 
the  carnage that was soon to come. 

The nation looked to 
Louisiana for training grounds and 
the space to maneuver hundreds of 
thousands of new recruits and veteran 
Soldiers . The “Great Louisiana 
Maneuvers” were just part of what 
residents of Vernon, Sabine and 
Natchitoches parishes were asked and 
in some instances told they would 
endure for the good of the nation. 

The maneuvers moved from 
tents and bivouac sites to concrete 
streets and sidewalks and permanent 
barracks and structures. It was 
decided that thousands of acres 

of Louisiana would be turned into 
Camp Polk and Soldiers would train 
here to fight the Axis Powers of 
Europe and Japan. 

But there were families living 
on those lands, tilling farms that had 
been in their possession for decades. 
These hard-working pioneers and 
their descendants homesteaded the 
land, building homes for themselves 
and legacies for the generations to 
come. . But now they were told they 
had to vacate the land. Some were 
paid for that land but others were 
taken from their homes for the good 
of the nation.  

Those that gave up their land– 
whether they were paid for it or not--
deserve recognition for what they did 
for this country. They gave up a way 
of life so the “American way of life” 
could continue to prosper and grow.  

That’s why Fort Polk is 
hosting its first Heritage Day at 9 
a.m. Nov. 3 at the Main Post Chapel 
on Louisiana Avenue. Heritage 
families and their descendents will 
participate in the unveiling of two 
monuments, oral histories and photo 
archive activities. They will also have 
the opportunity to visit family 
cemeteries and some old homesteads.  

The event is open to the 
public. Bring a picnic lunch; join the 
festivities with friends, and relatives.  
For more information contact Doc 
Moulton at the Fort Polk Public 
Affairs Office 337-531-6134.  

Heritage Day 2007 



 
 
 

These settlers and homesteaders moved to various 
locations after their lands had been secured by the government.  
Many moved to Peason, some to Kisatchie and Kurthwood, 
Anacoco, and a large group moved just off Peason Ridge to the 
little Oak Grove Church Community near Hornbeck.  Today 
there are members of these original families scattered 
throughout the parishes of Sabine, Natchitoches, and Vernon 
and many even in other states.  One thing they all remember is 
their ancestors and the old home places.  And today, after over 
67 years from the original 1940 Maneuvers, there is a very 
great renewed interest by the U.S. Army in these, our ancestors 
and the lands they owned on Peason Ridge.  Today, the Joint 
Readiness Training Center and Fort Polk are wanting to honor 
our ancestors who gave up so much.  Major General Bolger, 
commander of Fort Polk, and Colonel David Sage, Garrison 
Commander, are preparing a “Heritage Day” on November 3, 
2007 at Fort Polk for any and all of the family members of the 

original settlers on both Peason Ridge and Fort Polk.  On Peason Ridge, 29 families were displaced, and 
on present day Fort Polk, over 180 families were moved out.  At this Heritage Day, there will be displays 
showing photos and items from these homesites and from the families.  Major General Bolger and Colonel 
Sage want the troops on Fort Polk to attend and to interact with us whose ancestors lived on the lands these 
soldiers now train on. 

 In April 2007 my wife and I were invited to attend a “Heritage Planning Workshop” at Fort Polk.  
There were several historians, archaeologists, military personnel, and members of Heritage Families in 
attendance.  We were able to assist in setting up this festival to honor our ancestors and I was able to brief 
the command staff at Fort Polk on the history of Peason and Peason Ridge.  My wife and I were placed on 
the “Memorialization Committee” at this event and we came up with several items that the Army was 
responsive to.  First, allow the families to return to the old homeplaces and erect a sign or monument to 
their ancestors at the location, to name the many military roads on Peason Ridge after the families who 
lived there, and last, to place a historical marker on Peason Ridge listing the names of the families who 
owned land on Peason Ridge who were moved off the lands, and on the back of the marker, list the names 
of the many people who were sharecroppers on these lands.  These items would always show our 
remembrance towards our ancestors who lived on Peason Ridge. 

 So now, you have been told some of the history of the lands known as Peason Ridge.  Many just 
think of it as a great place to hunt, many remember the old days of living on the range, many remember 
their military training out on the hills of Peason Ridge, many remember the famous wild horse herds, but, 
most of all, I hope that now you can remember our ancestors who settled this land, survived all types of 
hardships, and who through dedication and patriotism to our nation, gave up their ancestral lands to their 
nation.  And when you are out on Peason Ridge, stop and look over the hills and prairies and remember the 
wonderful history this area holds for all of us. 

                Submitted by: Rickey Robertson 

Heritage Family - Peason Ridge 



 
 
 
 

 
On November 3, the Heritage Day activities will include three separate bus tour routes that 

will stop at some of the larger historic cemeteries on Fort Polk.  Tour information may be viewed 
in the article included in this newsletter.  Due to logistic planning limitations, we will unfortunately 
not be able to accommodate tour visits to all the cemeteries.  In order to ensure that families have 
the best opportunity to pay respects to their loved ones, we will be instituting a temporary process 
that will allow non-tour participants to access cemeteries and homesites that are not on the tour 
routes. For those of you who have hunted on Fort Polk, you may be familiar with the self clearing 
process where hunters check in and clear out of the range through the use of self clearing stations 
located throughout post.  The Range Control office has graciously allowed the Heritage team to 
utilize this process on Heritage Day. 

Those who do not wish to participate in the tours will find specific instructions, forms, and 
maps in their registration packets that explain how this process will work.  Visitors who wish to 
gain entry to the reservation to visit a cemetery on Heritage Day must first obtain a registration 
packet at the dedication ceremonies at the Main Post Chapel.  After obtaining the appropriate 
documentation, that person would navigate to the closest self clearing station as indicated on the 
provided map.  They would then complete the Check In information slip provided in the packet, 
and place that information in the “IN” box at the station.  That visitor is now registered for 
clearance and may proceed to the cemetery.  Once visitation is complete, visitors would again 
travel to the nearest clearing station and complete the Check Out information slip and place that in 
the “OUT” box at the station.  Visitors may check out at any clearing station.   

It is important to remember 
that this will be a temporary 
process, authorized for Heritage 
Day only.  Cemetery visitations 
occurring after Heritage Day 
would be subject to the normal 
Range Control entry process as 
outlined in the Cemetery Access 
pamphlet that will be distributed 
in the registration packets.  We 
hope that this self clearing 
process can be institutionalized 
permanently at a later date using 
the hunt control system for 
registration and self clearance 
access based on published 
access maps.   

 

Cemetery Access for Heritage Day



   
   
 
 
 
 

The United States Army, Fort Polk, US Department of Agriculture – Forest Service 
(USDA-FS), and Northwestern State University (NSU) are working together to document and 
preserve the history of the culture that once thrived on the range prior to the development of Camp 

Polk.  This entails the need to record and 
preserve the cemeteries that still exist at Fort 
Polk and on USFS lands that Fort Polk uses 
for training.   
 

Like other historic cemeteries 
throughout the country, several cemeteries 
have unmarked graves and in an effort to 
locate these graves, ground penetrating radar 
(GPR) was utilized.  On June 15, 2007 GPR 
specialists Velicia Bergstrom from the 
USDA-FS conducted a shallow geophysics 
study using GPR at two cemeteries in the 
Kisatchie National Forests in the Ft. Polk 
area. Assisting in the data collection were 

Mr. James Grafton, Mr. Ted Hammerschmidt, Mr. Danny Guillory, Ms. Ellen Ibert, Ms. LaTanga 
Watson, Ms. Lisa Lewis and Mr. Rog Bergstrom.  The areas surveyed included one grid at the 
Davis Cemetery inside the Zion Hills 
Small Arms Impact Area of Ft. Folk and 
one grid at the Zion Hill Cemetery inside 
the Zion Hills Small Arms Impact Area of 
Ft. Polk. 
 

The principal objectives of the 
surveys were to determine the utility of 
ground penetrating radar at the sites, 
determine the location of known structures 
or subsurface features, and to determine 
the location of unknown structures or 
features that could be interpreted as 
unmarked graves.  GPR is a non-invasive 
method of locating anomalies below the 
surface without digging.  The results of this investigation have been successful and will be used as 
the basis for recovering and marking graves that have been lost to posterity. 
 

Submitted By:  Velicia Bergstrom and Ellen Ibert 
 

 Cooperative Effort for the Preservation of 
Fort Polk Cemeteries



 
 
 
 

Fort Polk will be conducting tours of some of the historic cemeteries on Heritage Day. These 
tours will be leaving from the Main Post Chapel at 1:00pm and will be returning around 4:30pm.  
This drive through our past Heritage will be highlighted by interpretive histories describing the 
historic homesites, churches, and schools as we drive through, and will culminate in visitation 
stops to cemeteries and certain points of historic interest.  There will be four separate tours 
highlighting different areas of interest. 

Tour 1: This tour will be stopping at the Mill Creek cemetery and the 
Haymon/Watson Cemetery.  We will be passing through several historic 
homesites that will be highlighted by our interpretive guides. 

Tour 2: This tour will be stopping at the Davis, Zion Hill, and Hunt 
cemeteries.  We will be passing close to the Whiskachitta School site 
and up to the Zion Hill Church site at the cemetery.  Again, we will be 
passing through or adjacent to several historic homesites that will be 
highlighted by our interpretive guides.  

Tour 3: This tour will be stopping at the Holly Springs Cemetery and up 
to the old Jetertown site, passing around to the Smith Cemetery.  We 
will be passing close to the Swain’s Mill site and the Six-Mile School site, 
and will also be focusing on some of the historic homesites that we pass 
through on the way. 

Tour 4: Peason Ridge will be our focus on this tour.  We will be 
stopping at the Merritt Cemetery and other historic sites. Due to the 
distance involved, attendees may meet the tour buses at a designated 
site on Peason Ridge, or follow the buses on the tour in private vehicles.  

Registration for these tours will be available at the registration tables located at the Main 
Post Chapel prior to the opening ceremonies. A more detailed map will be available at registration 
to help attendees decide which tour would be the most appropriate for them.  We would like to ask 
that everyone interested in attending these tours sign up as soon as possible that morning for our 
planning purposes.  Private vehicles may accompany these tours, but must stay with the group 
during the entire tour.  Attendees are reminded that alternate access to the cemeteries is available 
under the special guidelines outlined here in the newsletter should you wish.  Please contact Danny 
Hudson at 531-6130 should you have any questions. 

On a final note, the Heritage Team has taken great effort to highlight some of the old 
homesites in the interpretive portions of these tours, but our information is largely based on land 
ownership records that may not truly reflect families that lived at these sites. As the true subject 
matter experts, we ask that family members take the time to inform your guides of any erroneous 
information during the tours in order to help us in our quest to gather and preserve your heritage 
and history.   
     

 
Cemetery Tour Information for Heritage Day 



 

 

 

The Louisiana Regional Folklife Program at Northwestern State University (NSU) is 
conducting oral interviews with people who lived on lands now encompassed by Fort Polk.  These 
interviews were conducted by Donna Greer.  As of the middle of October, eight oral interviews 
were completed; a total of 20 interviews are scheduled for the first phase of this project. Ms. Greer 
has traveled to various locations to interview people who remember life on the range.  

The collection of oral interviews will be housed with the Fort Polk Heritage Family 
Collection.  One copy of the collection will be in the Fort Polk Curation Facility and the other will 
be at NSU.  This collection will be made available to the general public and preserved for future 
generations to enjoy. 

If you wish to give an oral interview about living on the range and have not been contacted 
by Fort Polk or the Louisiana Regional Folklife Center, you may contact Dr. Dayna Lee or Ms. 
Greer by telephone, (318) 357-4328, or email: daynal@nsula.edu, or email: Ms. Donna Greer at 
donnkg2000@yahoo.com. 
 

Submitted by:  Ellen Ibert and Dr. Dayna Lee 
 

 
Coordinating the Heritage Family Booth display effort has been a great experience for me. 

I have had the opportunity to talk to, and meet some very wonderful people.  (I’ve even 
discovered a cousin or two!)  The one common thread that I’ve found throughout my discussions 
with everyone is excitement; excitement that their families are finally getting recognized by the 
government, excitement that they may see old friends and neighbors, and excitement to be able 
to share some small piece of their family with others.   

Currently there are 15 Family Booths scheduled to be displayed and an additional 10 
Educational Booths.  There is space available and there is still time for you or someone you 
know to create a display to honor a Heritage Family so please contact me at (337) 531-2715 
during the hours of 8:00AM to 4:30PM or send me an e-mail at Cheryl.Perkins@us.army.mil.  
Come join in the celebration and feel some of that excitement too! 

 

Submitted by: Ms. Cheryl Perkins 

Family Booth Display Update 

Zion Hill Church  
circa late 1930's 

 
Heritage Family Oral Interviews 


